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Tl»c Official Actio,, of May 10, 2006" has been carefully considered and rcconsidera.ion of the 
application as amended is respectfully requested. 

Claim I I has been amended .» remove .he basis for the rejection under 35 USC 1 12 second 
Paragraph, withotH narrowing ,hc scope thereof. Cairn . I has been amended to depend from Cairn ,0 
I he phrase rchydrared hkk/skin is used hi claim | o. 

Claim, ,.4. 6-S, .,.,2, ,4 and 15 s ,and rejec.ed „nd„15 USC 10.1,.) asallegcdlv hein, 
hnpraenrahic over R«« B »« « »,. Oram 5 and ,., s , m d rejeoed undo,- ,5 DSC „*•„/„, , M „ 
hem s nnpahmuMe over K„drh,ue, « a. in view „, F„cpi nl „. AppHcnn,, rospcc.ruHv 
rejections. 



I he ctamcd invendnn ■„ based „■ ,ea S , i„ pan „„ A p pIiraws - discmx .„ ,„„, ^ ^ 
«.l,n„v. spol, „ sea vvraer which is „ un , Ml ,.v „ saiMW e for leniher process,,,,, may ho u5e d in „„ inion, 
,«>»k,n e ) opcranon ,f te i„ salinc w „,„ „ d „„ c in ,„ c pw ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

alkaline earth metal. 



The lixummer cites the decision |£x JJadfUillbta. 1 2ft USPQ 440. 441. 442 fPOBA 1 959) for 
the proposition ,ha, changing ,he order of steps doe, no, render a claimed process non-obvious over the 
prior an. 

in contradistinction to the conventional wisdom, the claimed invention recites the use of sal, 
water o, h.gh salinity in an initial, soaking step (step (i), for faci.ita.in, Inter removal of non-coll £lg c„ous 
"-tenal and. only altcr !he SOilking step . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

protetn that facilitates easy removal of the non-eo.l^enous .aye. This cslabhshes .hat the order ofs.cps 
is important io obtaining the result desired by the applicants. 
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in contrast to .he invention recited in .he claims. Rodriguez, e. ,| disclo.se „ method of leather 
processing whereby raw hides/skins are subjected to alkali treatment in the presence of sal, in a single 
combmed pre.rca.ment operation. There is no initial step of soaking in saline water of high sa.initv in the 
presence of an alkali me.nl or alkaline earth metal sal., and there is no mo.ivation in Rodriuucz or in ,he 
pnorwi generally to modify the reference to provide this initial (separate) srep. In fact, as stated in 
column 2. lines 52-53 of Rodriguez, it is an object of ,he invention to combine various prc-trea.mcnt 
operations into a single operation. This in fact teaches away from the provision of a separate soaking 
step. See the How char, at Rodriguez at, e.g.. column 3, lines 25-50. In view of this teaching awav 
there would be no motivation, absent the hindsight provided by the present speeillca.ion. lo modify the 
reference to arrive a. the claimed invention. See MPKP Section 2I43.0I<VI) ("The Proposed 
Modilicacion Cannot Change the Principle of Operation of a Reference"). 

The lixaminer contends that i, would have been obvious to include a presentment step of salting 
• he bides or .skins because Rodriguez at column 3. line 63 leaches that the hides or skins used in 
Rodriguez' combined treatment may have been previously salted. I lowever. such pretreatment s.ep is 
nor the equivalent of the recited step (i). In step (i, the raw hides/skins are treated with not less than 
. 300% vv/v of salt of an alkali metal or alkaline earth metal and in step (ii) the soaked hides/skis are 

treated with not less that, 2% w/w of alkali .octal in combination with not more than 200% w/v offline 
water. As the percentage of alkali metal used in step ,ii) is no. encompassed in step (i) and the amount of 
water used in step (Hi) is not encompassed in s.ep (i), the claimed process is nor obvious from Rodriguez 
that does not disclose or suggest these treatment steps. Accordingly, the cited primary reference, even 
with a pretreatment with salt, does not show all features of the claimed invention. Since the secondary 
reference cannot supplement the de.icieneies in the primary reference, it is respectfully submitted that the 
references cannot be used to sc. forth even a prima Joel* ease of obviousness for the invention as 
claimed (sec MPHP Section 706.020')). 

As to use of calcium hydroxide for treating hides (claims 5 and 15) u is respectfully noted that 
use of calcium hydroxide forms a conventional unit operation of leather processing, whercbv the soaked 
hides/skins are subjected to liming operation. However, in the claimed invention, the calcium hvdroxide 
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« PU* , dual ro.c The firsl one is „ faeditate the use of highly , alillc wa ,e, whjch is |M)rma||v no , 

SU,raWC ,Ca,hCr P,0CCSSiny - AS «•»». -,er containing high salinity cannot he uJcci 

-™Hy for leather processing. Thus has been made possible in the claimed invention hv ^ caIciom 
Mroxicle in step (i, This has nothing ,o do with the convention,, unit options for ioather processing 

The second role of the calcium hydroxide is to cany out the conventional unil operation of 
l.m.n«, as disclosed in ,he prior art literature inciting the cited patents. However, this would no, show 
or suggest (be use of alkali .sail in step (i>, as required by the claims. 

Irt -short the chltncd invention provides the option of utilising the v„st source of sea water for 
leather processing., which is water intensive, in a manner not shown or suggested in the prior art. 

In view of the above, i, is respectfully submitted «har all rejections and objections of record have 
been overcome and that the app.iea.ion is now in allowable form. An early notice of allowance is 
earnestly solicited and is believed lo be fully warranted. 

Reconsidcra.ion and further examination is respectfully requested in vl J onheTo.fowing 
amendments and remarks. 

Respectfully submitted. 

"""" S" \ 
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